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Our Next Meeting: 

WEDNESDAY,  

September 11, 2013 
7:30 pm… 

Annual Report from Our Sponsored 
RIVERS CONSERVATION CAMP STUDENTS! 

Welcome Back Issue 

SPECIAL 

PRESENTATION 

PAULA PIATT 
NAT’L TU SPORTSMEN ORGANIZER 

McMichael Creek Cleapup...See Page 3! 
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The Home Pool  
 Tom Battista, President 

Brodhead Chapter of Trout Unlimited, 
#289 

e-mail: mooseowl511@gmail.com 
(570) 236-1734 

DIRECTORS EMERITUS 
 

Ed Filipkowski 
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Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
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Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
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Tom Battista 

Due to computer difficulties and an inability to easily 

utilize my email account, all contact with me should 

revert to telephone use. Thanks for your understand-

ing in this matter. 

Tight lines! 

Tom 

W e have a very special treat for you to kick off 
our fall meeting schedule on Sept. 11. We’ll 

have the honor of having National TU Sportsmen 
Organizer PAULA PIATT with us! Paula has a very 
informative presentation that centers on shared 
habitat in the Marcellus Shale region, the potential 
impacts on fish, wildlife and sportsmen activities 
and the mitigations available. She can also provide 
us with salient information on the following topics. 

 Specifics on Marcellus drilling and hydrofractur-
ing itself 

 The Delaware River Basin and the Commission 
that oversees the basin. (All of Monroe County 
lies in the Delaware River Basin and would 
therefore, be affected by any regulations that 
group enacts.) 

 Information for landowners thinking of leasing 
for shale gas drilling 

 Information for landowners who have already 
leased their property 

 Additional information on pipelines 
 

Paula Piatt 
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THANKS TO THE HARD WORK OF 

DON BAYLOR AND DON MILLER, OUR 

BRODHEAD CHAPTER JUST RECEIVED 

A $3100 TU EMBRACE-A-STREAM (EAS) 

GRANT FOR OUR NEXT STREAM       

IMPROVEMENT PROJECT! 

The State of Our Membership: 

Adult Members = 184 

Youth Members = 4 

Total Chapter Members—188 

NEXT MEETING: 

Wednesday, 

Sept. 11, 2013 
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What’s didymo? 

It’s a microscopic alga known as a diatom that’s invading our 
rivers and streams. Didymosphenia geminata, also known as 
‘rock snot’ or ‘didymo’, can smother entire stream beds with 
mats as thick as eight inches and can ruin just about any river 
or creek. 

What does it look like? 

Didymo can be found on rocks in moving water and is often 
mistaken for fiberglass or toilet tissue. Unlike most other al-
gae, didymo feels like wet cotton and isn’t slimy. It is generally 
brown, tan or yellow in color. 

Where is it? 

Didymo has been confirmed in the East and West Branches 
of the Delaware River (New York and Pennsylvania) as well as 
in the Delaware River mainstem as far south as Callicoon, 
New York- 

BUT IT CAN EASILY BE SPREAD TO ALMOST       
ANY STREAM 

How does it spread? 

Unfortunately, it appears that primary carriers of didymo 
include fishing equipment and waders, boats, and just about 
anything else that has come in contact with didymo-infected 
water. 

So what can I do to help? Start by reading the rest of this 
page. For more information, contact your local PA Fish and 
Boat Commission Waterways Conservation Officer (or region 
office) or call 814-359-5129. 

CHECK -- Before you leave a river, stream, or lake, check 
items and leave debris at site. If you find any later, treat and 
put in trash. Do not wash down drains. 

CLEAN -- There are several ways to kill didymo. Choose the 
most practical treatment for your situation which will not 
adversely affect your gear. 

Non-absorbent items 

Detergent -- soak or spray all surfaces for at least one minute 
in 5% dishwashing detergent or (2 cups (16 oz.) or 500mls 

with water added to make 2.5 
gal. or 10 litres); OR 

Hot water -- soak for at least 
one minute in very hot water 
kept above 140° F (60° C) 
(hotter than most tap water) 
or for at least 20 minutes in 
hot water kept above 113° F 
(45° C) (uncomfortable to 
touch). 

Absorbent items -- require 
longer soaking times to allow 
thorough saturation. For ex-
ample, felt-soled waders re-
quire: 

Hot water -- soak for at least 
40 minutes in hot water kept 
above 113° F (45° C) ; OR 

Hot water plus detergent -- soak for 30 minutes in hot water kept 
above 113° F (45° C) containing 5% dishwashing detergent; OR 

Freezing any item until solid will also kill didymo. 

DRY -- Drying will kill didymo, but slightly moist didymo can sur-
vive for months. To ensure didymo cells are dead by drying, the item 
must be completely dry to the touch, inside and out, then left dry 
for at least another 48 hours before use. If cleaning or drying is not 
practical, restrict equipment to a single waterway. 
 
NOTE: The thicker and denser the material, the better it will be at 
holding moisture (and live cells), the slower it will be to dry out and 
the more difficult it will be to soak completely with cleaning solu-
tions. 

When cleaning equipment, we recommend that you soak porous 
materials for longer than the specified times to ensure saturation 
with cleaning solution choose a decontamination solution that will 
not adversely affect your equipment follow manufacturer’s safety 
instructions when using products dispose of cleaning waste well 
away from waterways. 

For Boats 

Inspect every inch of your boat, trailer, and equipment – the hull, 
drive unit, trim plates, props, anchor, centerboards, paddles, wheels, 
hitch, chassis, etc. – and remove aquatic plants, animals, and mud 
from the boat, trailer and equipment before leaving any body of 
water; 

Photo: Tim Daley, PA DEP 

http://www.fishandboat.com/dir_regions.htm
http://www.fishandboat.com/dir_regions.htm
http://www.fishandboat.com/dir_regions.htm


Streamside  Asides                              August,  2013 

 

 

13 

Drain any and all water from your boat and equipment on land before leaving the area; Do the following when away from direct drain-
age areas to lakes or rivers: -- Dump any leftover bait on land, especially if the live aquatic bait has been in contact with potentially in-
fested waters; -- Disinfect live wells and bait wells, bilges, cooling systems, hulls, and decks with a 1:9 solution of household bleach and 
water allowing at least 10 minutes contact time. Rinse well to remove all residual chlorine. An easy recipe is a half gallon of bleach into 
a 5 gallon bucket then fill with water (or a quart of bleach to a half bucket). 

Rinse your boat after use, preferably with hot water. If hot water is not available use tap water and then allow at least five days to be-
come completely dry before entering a new water body. 

Do not transport any LIVE FISH, BAIT, OTHER CRITTERS, PLANTS, OR WATER from one body of water to another. 

Please help stop Didymo before it stops you! 
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FELT-SOLE WADERS QUESTION… 
 

A t the request of pro-active member BILL BRINKER, our Brodhead TU 

Board will shortly undertake a serious discussion regarding a Chapter 

position on the use of felt-sole waders and hip boots in our streams, with an eye 

toward a possible recommendation to support a statewide ban on their use.      

Before we begin to research this controversial issue and begin data collection, 

WE’D LIKE TO KNOW YOUR OPINION! Kindly email your ideas, comments 

and suggestions regarding a policy position to brodheadtu@yahoo.com, or snail- 

mail your letters to:      Brodhead TU 

P.O. Box  863 

Brodheadsville, PA  18322 14 

CONGRATULATIONS TO… 

Our very own 

DENIS GIFFELS 

For all the volunteer work he’s done for 

the Monroe County Conservation     

District. He was honored at the Annual 

Members’ Dinner at the Stroudsmoor. 

WELL DONE! 
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Scott Cesari 

2006 PA State Fly Tying Champion  

2006 Federation of Fly Fishers World Champion 
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1. Simply, log in to YOUR own FB page. 

2. Send an “ADD FRIEND” REQUEST to “brodheadtu”. 

3. We’ll then add you to our Facebook Page as a friend. 

4. Lastly, please “LIKE” our page. 

THEN, you can follow our chapter activities, get meeting & event notices and 

link your fishing photos to our page for everyone to enjoyment! 

Scott's Column will return next issue! 
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FISHING BUDDIES  WANT YOU! 

T 
he 2012 cadre of available Brodhead TU anglers who have volunteered their   

services for Gerry Bortz’ Fishing Buddies Program are always ready to receive 

calls for the trout fly fishing season. Kindly plan ahead; don’t call the night   

before you want to go fishing and expect the availability of one of our volunteers. Please 

save this page and know that caring members of YOUR chapter are here to help any 

fledgling fly-fishers with “getting their feet wet” in one of our lovely local streams. The 

following BTU chapter members have generously offered their time and expertise to assist 

fellow BTU members in learning the local waters: Eric Baird (570-355-0165; evenings & 

weekends; Tobyhanna, Hickory Run & Devil’s Hole); Tom Battista (610-681-6307; Sunday 

mornings; any stream); Gerry Bortz (570-895-1099; weekdays; Brodhead & McMichaels 

Creeks); Scott Cesari (570-897-5830; Evenings & weekends; any streams); Will Daskal (610-

381-6188; call for availability); Jeff Heberley (570-421-3184; any time; anywhere); Glenn 

Hessler (570-629-5492; weekends; Brodhead & McMichaels Creeks); Tom Magera (570-977

-4381; weekdays in the morning & weekends any time; any stream); Eric McLendon (610-

863-9097; anytime; anywhere); Ron Mishkin (570-460-5031; evenings & weekends; Brod-

head & McMichaels Creeks and others); Frank Russo (570-839-3436; any time; anywhere); 

and John Schriever (570-722-9797; anytime; anywhere). 

CALENDAR 
SEPT., 2013 

Sept. 4: Board Meeting — @  

ESU—7:30 pm 

Sept. 11: General Meeting @ 

MCEEC 7:30 pm 

OCT., 2013 

Oct. 2: Board Meeting — @    

ESU—7:30 pm 

Oct. 9: General Meeting @ 

MCEEC 7:30 pm 

NOV., 2013 

Nov. 6: Board Meeting — @    

ESU—7:30 pm 

Nov. 13: General Meeting @ 

MCEEC 7:30 pm 
Note: The Fly Tying Round-Robin, all General 

Meetings, the Annual Fly Fishing Symposium and 

all Fly Tying Classes, will be held in the Education 

Room of the Monroe County Conservation District 

Office, 8050 Running Valley Road in Bartonsville, 

PA. 

 

D 
on Baylor now chairs our chapter’s FISHING TRIPS COMMITTEE so that we can 

add fishing trips to our agenda of exciting BTU events and activities. If you have a  

destination in mind that would be a great spot for a group of us to visit for a day, 

multi-day, or weekend fly fishing excursion, please share your ideas and information with Don 

@ (570) 992-3558! We’re really looking forward to spicing up our chapter’s activities and in    

getting more of our members involved in all things BTU.   Also, remember that YOU can fill 

our a free raffle ticket AT EVERY CHAPTER ACTIVITY to win a gorgeous fly rod. The    

drawing will take place at our annual June picnic this year! 

16 
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Please send all Chapter Correspondence to our new mailing address: 

Brodhead Chapter of Trout Unlimited, #289 

P. O. Box 863       Brodheadsville, PA 18322 

 

 

 

*** PLEASE NOTE *** TO BETTER SERVE YOU,  

BEGINNING IN 2014, WE WILL BE ADDING A MARCH GENERAL 

MEETING TO THE CALENDAR IN ADDITION TO THE ANNUAL 

MARCH BANQUET! THIS WILL ELIMINATE THE MEETINGS GAP THAT HAD 

EXISTED AS WE TRANSITION INTO THE FISHING SEASON EACH SPRING AND 

WILL ALLOW US TO BRING YOU MORE TIMELY INFORMATION AND BETTER 

PROGRAMS OF GENERAL INTEREST FOR ALL OUR MEMBERS. 
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 July 30, 2013 

  Trout Unlimited, Brodhead 
 Chapter 

 c/o Tom Battista 

 Dear Tom: 

T hank you very much for your group’s excellent program during Monroe 
County Conservation Camp 2013. This year’s camp was a big success 

and exposed 26 teenagers to many conservation issues in the Poconos and         
beyond. The students had a great week and all agreed it was one of the best expe-
riences of their young lives. 

Tom, the program that you and the other members of your group did was 
great.  The kids enjoyed the casting as well as the fly tying.  The hands-on instruc-
tion along with your patience in teaching the kids worked out very well.  Please 
thank all the guys for a job well done once again.  

On behalf of the Camp Committee, Monroe County Conservation District and 
the Monroe County Federation of Sportsmen’s Club, thank you! We truly appre-
ciate your time, effort and interest invested in Conservation Camp.  Without 
people like you, camp would not be successful.  You have helped create some life-
long memories.  Thank you once again! 

Sincerely, 

Roger L. Spotts 

Monroe County Envir. Education Center 

8050 Running Valley Road 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

570-629-3061 

21 
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K E N  &  C O M P A N Y  

 

This space available to advertise your event 

or business. For information and rates,   

contact Bob Stevens @ (570) 629-2922. 

22 



Streamside  Asides                              August,  2013 

 

 

Brodhead Chapter 
Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 713 
Bartonsville, PA 18321 

 

Address Changes:    KINDLY NOTE... 

If you have moved, or if you received a new physical address pursuant to the   

Monroe County 911E program, only YOU can effect an address change through 

National TU.  

You can do it directly on the TU.org website by logging in to your account with 

your TU member number, or you can call them up directly at one of the following numbers: 

TOLL FREE: 1-800-834-2419; National Office: (703) 522-0200; Fax: (703) 284-9400 and make 

the change.  

We cannot do it for you!  

 

 

Thanks for your understanding in this timely matter.—Ed. 

 
Will Daskal, Editor 
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P.O. Box 863 

Brodheadsville, PA 18322 

P.O. Box 863 

Brodheadsville, PA 18322 


