
Streamside Asides                                                                          February 2012  

 

 

A publication of the Brodhead Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Dedicated to protecting Monroe County’s cold water fisheries . 

 

Inside this 
issue... 

February Meeting Notice  ....... 1 

Officers/Board Members ........ 2 

President’s “Home Pool” ….2-3 

Address Change Procedure..... 3 

CATSKILL FISHING TRIP ... 4 

Chapter Calendar .................. 5 

Fishing Buddies ..................... 5 

Fishing Trips Committee ....... 5 

DIGITAL CHANGE MEMO...6 

Wayne’s Kids ........................ 7 

Wayne’s Kids Application  ..... 8 

BANQUET TICKETS! .......... 9 

Children’s Fishing Contest … 10 

Tying: BH PT Nymph ….. 11-12 

Change of Address...…...……. 13 

Dues Reminder…...…………… 13 

Web-Site Address ……………...13 

Our Loyal Advertisers…….…. 14 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

FEBRUARY, 2012 

w
w

w
.B

ro
d
h
e
a
d
sT

U
.o

rg
 

Next Meeting:  

FEBRUARY 8, 2012 

ANNUAL 
FLY-TYING 

ROUND ROBIN! 

 

Bead Head Pheasant 

Tail Nymph 

May 11May 11May 11---131313   

See page 4!See page 4!See page 4!   
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Continued on Page 3 

W hile I’m writing this column, it’s a balmy forty-

five degrees outside and you could fish using 

nymphs. If you worked the bottom slowly and got your drift 

just right, into the holding position of a trout, you could be 

successful. Normally at this time of year, it is much colder 

and ice fishing would be the norm. The ice on any pond or 

lake is not thick enough to be safe to go out on, and the    

Tobyhanna  Conservation Association has postponed their 

ice harvest until Saturday, February 18, to insure a safe thick-

ness. 

Brodhead Chapter has been busy teaching fly tying during January to about fifteen people 

under the leadership of our head instructor Scott Cesari and many dedicated volunteers.  

I hope the participants of the course will join us as members of our TU chapter and    

become active TU volunteers.  

 

Scott will be instructing an exciting new class in Intermediate Fly Tying on February 25 

and March 3. He will be building on the techniques taught in the basic class, and you will 

learn four new patterns, as well as how to prepare the materials with which to tie.  

 

Hopefully, they will join with many of you and me at the February 8 General Member-

ship Meeting to tie flies and learn techniques that we all develop as individuals as we tie 

flies. The Board has suggested that we donate flies tied at the February meeting to Project 

Healing Waters for the veterans and Casting for Recovery (breast cancer survivors). If we 

clean out our fly boxes, we can probably have enough flies to also donate to the Rivers 

Conservation School that PATU runs. They are interested in batches of three dozen  of 

each pattern to provide one fly of each pattern to each student.  

 

We need suggestions for candidates to send to the PATU Rivers Conservation School. 

They are already looking for applicants for this summer’s group. If you know of a deserv-

ing youngster between the ages of fourteen and sixteen, please contact Bob Stevens with 

contact information. The early application period is now open, and they will be notified 
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Tight lines! 

Tom 

by March 31. Candidates must fill out an application, write an essay, and provide information from a teacher in 

their school.  

 

Don Baylor suggested that other chapters have trips to fish together. We recently formed a new Trips Committee, 

and after just one meeting, they developed our first chapter fly fishing venture! The committee has finalized our 

first chapter trip to fly fish the weekend of May 11-13 on New York’s legendary Beaverkill-Willewemoc system, 

a.k.a. the BEA-MOC! You will find a flyer with all the details in this issue of Streamside Asides, as well as on the 

chapter’s official website. (SEE PAGE 4.) You should already have received an e-mail with the flyer attached. 

There are a limited number of spaces available. The trip costs only $100 per person, including 2-night’s lodging, 

fishing location maps, a hatch chart and driving directions. Members would car pool to Horton, NY, sharing 

meal and gas/travel expenses. During the trip, we will also make a visit to the historic Catskill Fly Fishing        

Museum. If you are interested, please get your check for the full amount to Eric Baird, our Chapter Treasurer.    

It might also be a good idea if you called Eric (570-355-0165) to see if there are still available spots for this trip 

because we expect it to sell out very quickly! 

 

Remember, our annual Banquet is March 31! Tickets can be ordered from Eric Baird, or contact any Board  

member. April 14 is our Opening Day Fishing Contest at Brodhead Park Pond for kids under 12 years; I hope   

to see you there with a kid in tow! April will be a very busy month with training opportunities and chances to  

expose others to fly fishing. 

 

The PATU youth committee has scheduled an opportunity for youth out in State College on Spruce Creek for a 

mentored fishing trip. This trip will take place on April 29. Joe Humphreys will give a casting and fishing demon-

stration. Greg Hoover will give a talk on local Fly Fishing Entomology. Participating youth will fish from 1:00-

4:30 pm. All fishing will be done form shore, no wading. There will be a dinner from 5:00-5:45 pm. Adults may 

fish after dinner. Everyone must depart the area after dark. 

This spring brings a lot of potential for involvement I hope we can get more members involved in these events. 
Remember, every event you participate in gives you another chance in the rod and reel package to be raffled off 
in June at the picnic. 
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FISHING BUDDIES  WANT YOU! 

T 
he 2011 cadre of available Brodhead TU anglers who have volunteered their   ser-

vices for Gerry Bortz’ Fishing Buddies Program are now ready to receive calls for 

the upcoming spring 2011 fishing season. Kindly plan ahead; don’t call the night 

before you want to go fishing and expect the availability of one of our volunteers. Please save 

this page and know that caring members of YOUR chapter are here to help any fledgling 

fly-fishers with “getting their feet wet” in one of our lovely local streams. The following 

BTU chapter members have generously offered their time and expertise to assist fellow BTU 

members in learning the local waters: Eric Baird (570-355-0165; evenings & weekends; Toby-

hanna, Hickory Run & Devil’s Hole); Tom Battista (610-681-6307; Sunday mornings; any 

stream); Gerry Bortz (570-895-1099; weekdays; Brodhead & McMichaels Creeks); Scott    

Cesari (570-897-5830; Evenings & weekends; any streams); Will Daskal (610-381-6188; call 

for availability); Jeff Heberley (570-421-3184; any time; anywhere); Glenn Hessler (570-629-

5492; weekends; Brodhead & McMichaels Creeks); Tom Magera (570-977-4381; weekdays in 

the morning & weekends any time; any stream); Eric McLendon (610-863-9097; anytime; 

anywhere); Ron Mishkin (570-460-5031; evenings & weekends; Brodhead & McMichaels 

Creeks and others); Frank Russo (570-839-3436; any time; anywhere); and John Schriever 

(570-722-9797; anytime; anywhere). 
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CHAPTER  
CALENDAR 

February 2012 

Board Meeting — Feb. 1 @ 7:30p 

General Meeting — Feb. 8 Fly 

Tying Round Robin @ 7:30 pm 

Basic Fly Tying Make-Up Class 

(Session #3) - Feb. 11 from 1-3p 

Intermediate Fly Tying Class — 

Feb. 25 & Mar. 3 @ 9:00am @ 

MCEEC 

 

March 2012 

Board Meeting — Mar. 7 @ 7:30p 

Annual Fly Fishing Seminar @ 

MCEEC—Mar. 10 

ANNUAL BANQUET — Mar. 

31  

 

April 2012 

Board Meeting — Apr. 4 @ 7:30p 

General Meeting — Apr. 11 @ 

7:30 pm: Fly-Fishing the BEA-

MOC System 

Kid’s Trout Fishing Contest — 

Apr. 14 @ 8-10 AM @ Brodhead 

Pond 

Fly Fishing Workshop @ Zachy’s 

Pond — Apr. 21 
 

Note: The Fly Tying Round-Robin, all General 

Meetings, the Annual Fly Fishing Symposium and 

all Fly Tying Classes, will be held in the Education 

Room of the Monroe County Conservation District 

Office on Running Valley Road in Bartonsville, PA. 

 

D 
on Baylor now chairs our chapter’s FISHING TRIPS 

COMMITTEE so that we can add fishing trips to our 

litany of exciting BTU events and activities. The first 

trip has been set for May 11-13. (See the flyer on page 4 of this 

issue!) If you have a destination in mind that would be a great 

spot for a group of us to visit for a day, multi-day, or weekend fly 

fishing excursion, please share your ideas and information with 

Don @ (570) 992-3558! We’re really looking forward to spicing 

up our chapter’s activities and in getting more of our members 

involved in all things BTU. Also, remember that YOU can fill 

our a free raffle ticket AT EVERY CHAPTER ACTIVITY to win 

a gorgeous fly rod. The drawing will take place at our annual 

June picnic next year! 5 
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Don 

*** IF YOU HAVEN’T ALREADY SIGNED UP TO RECEIVE YOUR 

NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY, PLEASE DO SO TODAY! *** 

W ith the January, 2012 issue of our monthly newsletter, Streamside Asides, we 

switched over to 100% electronic information sharing and electronic newslet-

ter distribution, saving the chapter about $200 per monthly issue to print, 

process and mail it via the US Postal Service. Now, that cash that is being put 

to conservation programs and other useful stream projects.  

If you haven’t already done so, please get on board with the transition to an all-electronic digital 

newsletter distribution and save our chapter a boatload of money every year! Simply send an e-

mail to Will Daskal at either of the following email addresses:  wdaskal@ptd.net or      

brodheadtu@yahoo.com.  Our editor will create a special blind-CC contact group for BTU for 

the distribution of our newsletter, Streamside Asides, as well as any official notices and flash 

chapter conservation and/or activities messages that may be specifically approved by the Chapter 

President, the Executive Committee and/or the Board of Directors. All missives will be mailed 

via a blind-CC, and no third party distribution will be made, assuring your personal privacy! 

 

When you send Will your email, please indicate “NEWSLETTER SIGN-UP” IN THE SUB-

JECT LINE and WRITE YOUR FULL NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS IN THE BODY SEC-

TION.  Will will do the rest.  

You do have the right to refuse to receive newsletters electronically via email; however, if you opt 

out of digital distribution, and refuse to get it electronically in your inbox, you will be able to 

access the newsletter only by logging into the BTU Chapter website and reading it in PDF for-

mat there, or from someone’s computer. Electronic subscribers will receive it more quickly. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 

6 
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Wayne’s Cold Water Kids 2012 
          Wayne Harpster has again generously offered young fly anglers a chance to fish the storied  

waters of the central PA’s Spruce Creek. The event will be held at his family’s Evergreen Farm on   

Sunday April 29, 2012. He hopes to build on last year’s success.  This year again he will open both 

sections for the event. His goal is to provide the youngsters with a quality FF experience based on the 

good fishing on Spruce creek that is enhanced by education and guiding from a variety knowledgea-

ble fly fishing adults.  The day will be topped off with a group meal at the covered bridge on the   

lower water.  A special thanks to the PA TU Youth committee for their work in recruiting our young 

anglers. With the team of PSU Fly Fishing and TU joining the Harpster’s, we plan to once again 

make the day successful for all involved.        

General Information 

A maximum of one adult per every two students is requested. There is a limit of 50 Stu-

dents and 25 adults for the program. -We suggest that they use their own equipment.   

PSU equipment to loan in an emergency. All fishing is catch/release with no wading. 

They must have their own flies and they must be fished barbless. In an effort to give the 

anglers more room we will be using two separate areas. You may have to drive back and 

forth to your assigned beat area.  Please plan accordingly. There will be two educational 

presentations available to involve the youths until beat assignments are made and it is time 

to start fishing.: Joe Humphreys — Casting and Fishing demo AND Greg Hoover — Local 

FF entomology. After Dinner Open Adult & Youth Fishing!!  Depart site at Dark, but 

no later than 15min after sunset. 

This is a wonderful mentoring event that offers young anglers, ages 12-15, to fish the storied waters 

of Spruce Creek in central Pennsylvania. The event will be held at Wayne Harper’s Evergreen Farm 

(off of route 45) on Sunday April 29, 2012. If you have or know of any youth in your area that has 

fly fishing experience and would like the opportunity to fish Spruce Creek, we encourage you to 

contact TOM BATTISTA TODAY with the completed application and teacher recommendation!  

There is a registration fee of $10 per child that each chapter will provide for its students. If you are 
interested in attending please complete the application on page 8 and return it with the educator’s 
recommendation letter to Tom; he will send you detailed directions and an agenda. For more infor-
mation on the event please contact Tom Battista at (570) 236-1734 or mooseowl511@ptd.net. Regis-
tration deadline for the East Regions of the state is February 10th. After this date registration will 
be open statewide until March 9th. Please remember it is first come first serve, so make sure to 
have your registration in  as soon as possible.  

7 
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Pennsylvania Trout Unlimited Youth Activity Application Form 

WAYNES COLD WATER KIDS FLYFISHING DAY SUNDAY APRIL 29, 2012               

SPRUCE CREEK, PA 

Last Name __________________________  First Name ________________________ Age ___________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________________ Zip Code _________________ 

TU Chapter: BRODHEAD CHAPTER OF TROUT UNLIMITED 

Home Phone: ________________________ 

Email Address if any: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Please note: by PATU Youth Committee Activity Board, this application can only be accepted if the applicant meets the qualify-

ing conditions:  

Applicant must be 12 to 15 years old and at least one of any of the items below 

Affiliated with Trout in the Classroom 

Participated in First Cast Program 

Affiliated with PA Trout Unlimited Youth group 

A letter or recommendation from an educator in your school 
 

CHILD'S RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 
 

(Must be signed by Parent or Guardian) 

 
I.PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT information requested on the front of this form is for use to determine eligibility for volun-

tary participation in the activities of the PA Trout Unlimited Youth Group.  Disclosure of requested information is voluntary, 

but failure to disclose all or any part of it may result in denial of permission to participate in activities scheduled during the 

event 

 
2. DECLARATION: My child desires to participate at his/her own risk in the activity described above. I represent that I will 

take all safety precautions necessary thereto, assuming sole and full personal responsibility for ensuring that all reasonably 

foreseeable safety requirements are met to my personal satisfaction prior to my child's active participation in such activity. I 

state that my child is in good health, physically fit to engage in this activity, and has no known medical condition which 

could foreseeable jeopardize his/her safety during such participation or be aggravated by such participation. As a condition 

precedent to my child being permitted to engage or participate in such activity, I, on behalf of my child, hereby forever re-

lease, acquit, discharge, indemnify and hold harmless PATU and it's agents, officers, and employees from any and all causes 

of action, including personal injury, illness, death and property damage, costs, charges, claims, demands and liabilities of 

whatever kind, name or nature in any manner arising out of or in connection with my child's participation in the indicated 

activity. This is Not a waiver of any medical treatment which my child may need.  I understand and agree that I may be held 

liable for any damage or loss if my child caused negligence, willful misconduct, or fraud while participating in this activity.  

 

Print Parent name or guardian _________________________________________         Date: ____________ 

 

 

Signature of Parent or guardian ________________________________________ 

8 
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Scott Cesari 

I 
 thought I’d start this year with my personal favorite fly, 
the Bead Head Pheasant Tail Nymph, tied on a curved 
shank hook.  I find this to be a very productive pattern for 

our area, and I believe the curved shank gives it a more realistic, 
more alluring profile in the water.  Make sure to tie a few of   
these for your box this coming season; you’ll be happy you have 
them, I’m sure! 

Bead Head Pheasant Tail Nymph  

2006 PA State Fly Tying Champion  

2006 Federation of Fly Fishers World Champion 

TYING STEPS 
 1.  Load a bead onto the hook.  Place the hook in the vice by 

the lower end of the bend.  Try to keep the bend mostly 

exposed to facilitate the tying process. 

2.  Tie on the thread and make a thread base from behind the 

bead to partway around the bend of the hook.  Return the 

thread to mid shank – this will be where you start to tie in 

the tail. 

3.  Maintaining proportions can be a little tricky with a curved shank hook, but with a little practice 

it’s easy to master.  Select and measure 3 or 4 pheasant tail fibers to create a tail that is equal to 

half the length of the shank (accounting for the curve of the hook.)  It’s easier to tie this in on top 

of the hook than at the bend (the vice jaws get in the way) and bind the fibers back along the 

shank of the hook until you reach the point where the tail should start.  I try to have my tails angle 

down between 45 and 90 degrees, relative to the thorax of the fly. 

4.  Tie in a length of copper wire the same way, starting at mid-shank and binding the wire down to 

the shank to the point where the tail starts. 

5.  Now tie in a bunch of pheasant tail fibers at the bend where the tail/wire is attached, wrap the 

thread back toward the eye about 2/3 up the shank of the hook and wrap the fibers around the 

Hook:  Nymph 1XL to 2XL, # 8 — 16 
Thread:  Black, 6/0 
Head:  Copper bead 
Tail:  Pheasant tail fibers 
Ribbing:  Copper wire 
Body:  Pheasant tail fibers 
Thorax:  Peacock herl 
Wing Case:  Pheasant tail fibers 

Bead Head Pheasant Tail Nymph  
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hook in slightly overlapping turns to create the body.  Again, the body should be about 2/3 the 

length of the fly (remember to account for the curve of the hook.) 

6.  Now counter-wrap the wire (e.g. – wrap in the opposite direction) to create a rib over the body.  

Counter-wrapping reinforces the fragile pheasant tail fibers and creates a more durable fly. 

7.  Tie in another bunch of pheasant tail fibers by the tips, butts facing the bend of the hook, at the 

front of the body.  This slip will later be folded over to form a wing case. 

8.  Bring your thread to just behind the bead, run out a good bit of it and make a loop of thread 

around one of your fingers.  Pull your bobbin up such that both legs of the loop are resting on 

the shank of the hook behind the bead, and secure both legs to the shank from the bead to the 

front of the body (like tying a jam knot when starting the thread on the hook.)  Now clip one 

leg of the loop to create a tag end of thread.  This will be used to reinforce the peacock herl 

thorax you’ll make in the next step.  (NOTE:  This step is hard to describe, but you can see the 

technique on the video “beginner fly tying tips part 8 – the bead head pheasant tail nymph” on 

my website.  Go to scottcesariflytying.com, click resources, click beginner fly tying class, and 

click on part 8 – the Bead Head Pheasant Tail Nymph.) 

9.  Tie in a few strands of peacock herl at the front of the body, twist the herl and the tag end of 

thread into a rope, and wrap a meaty thorax up to the bead.  Tie off and clip away the excess. 

10. Pull the pheasant tail fibers forward to form a wing case, tie off and trim.  Whip finish behind 

the bead, add a drop of head cement, and your bead head pheasant tail nymph is ready to fish! 

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions at www.scottcesariflytying.com,                          
smcesari@epix.net, or at 610-730-7928.   
 
For those of you submitting a fly for the fly tying contest (which I hope you all will do), 
I will be looking at the following parts of the fly during the judging: 
 

Tail and thorax should be oriented 90 degrees to each other, or as close as possible 

to 90 degrees. 

Symmetry/equality of the counter-wrapped rib. 

Abdominal/thorax proportions of 2/3 to 1/3 respectively, accounting for the curva-
ture of the hook. 
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Brodhead Chapter 
Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 713 
Bartonsville, PA 18321 

 

Address Changes:    KINDLY NOTE 

If you have moved, or if you received a new physical address pursuant to the 

Monroe County 911E program, only YOU can effect an address change 

through National TU.  

You can do it directly on the TU.org website by logging in to your account with 

your TU     member number, or you can call them up directly at one of the fol-

lowing numbers: TOLL FREE: 1-800-834-2419; National Office: (703) 522-0200; Fax: (703) 284-

9400 and make the change.  

We cannot do it for you!  

 

 
Will Daskal, Editor 

1109 Daniel Court 

Saylorsburg, PA 18353-7986 
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K E N  &  C O M P A N Y  

This space available to adver-

tise your event or business. For 

information and rates, contact 

Bob Stevens @ (570) 629-2922. 
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