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The Home Pool  — Tom Battista 
 President,  Brodheads Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
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(570) 236-1734 

Continued on Page 3 

O 
nce again, I am sitting here on a warm 

day in    February, writing this column as 

the temperatures remain in the forty to 

fifty degree range. Twice last week I found little black 

stoneflies crawling on the wall outside my house. I 

have also received emails from Todd Burns indicat-

ing that he noticed hatches of them while fishing the 

Pocono Creek. The fishing season seems to be 

knocking on the door with this warm weather. We 

all should be readying gear, tying flies and getting out 

whenever possible to fish. 

The PA Fish & Boat Commission web page is a great place to start. Eric 

Weredyk, Northeast Region Waterways Conservation Officer, stopped by our 

February meeting to explain how the commission’s webpage has been made 

more interactive and useful to anglers. You can look at county maps and check 

where streams are to fish, check on local reports on fishing or order your li-

cense on-line and print it. I asked Eric to explain “Approved Trout Waters” to 

our members. Basically any stream on the list of Approved Trout Waters is be-

ing managed and or stocked by the Fish Commission; these waters are closed to 

fishing March 1, 2012, while stocking is taking place. Streams that are not 

listed are not being managed, and you are able to fish them as long as you prac-

tice catch and release. You must have a trout stamp to fish any stream. You may 

also fish any delayed harvest, or catch and release (fly fishing only) stream. 

All of our board members are selling tickets for our March 31 

banquet, and we are actively soliciting donations for prizes for the 

banquet.  You can contact any board member or call Eric Baird 

(570) 355-0165 to get tickets. 
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Tight lines! 

Tom 

 

We had a dozen people take Scott’s basic fly tying class, and he just completed an intermediate class. 

If you are interested, Scott has the basic course on DVD to purchase with some of the proceeds go-

ing to the chapter. If you want a “preview,” look at Scott’s website; there is a link on our website to 

his URL. http://www.scottcesariflytying.com/resources/beginner-fly-tying-class/ 

On March 10, the Monroe County Environmental Education Center is offering their 22nd Annual 

Fly Fishing Seminar. We could use any members who wish to tie flies during the event. We donate 

these flies as door prizes for the people attending. This year, we decided to offer a “Day on the     

Water” so the people can try fly fishing and tie a fly of their own to fish at Zacky’s Pond in East 

Stroudsburg on April 21. If you would like to help that afternoon, call me or any board member to 

volunteer.  

Volunteers are also welcome for the April 14th Kids Trout Fishing Tournament sponsored by the 

Knights of Columbus, Stroud Township, Pa. Fish & Boat Commission and Brodhead TU. 

May 9 will be an outing with Project Healing Waters at the Indian Mountain Rod & Gun Club. 
Please call me if you are coming so we know how many volunteers we will have.      

AND, the deadline to register for our May 11-13 Catskill Fly Fishing Trip is March 15!  

We will be fishing the Beaverkill River and Willowemoc Creek. We still have a few spots left. Will 
Daskal has put together a complete presentation on a CD for all those attending. Call or e-mail Will 
if you’re not certain which flies you should prepare. The trip is sched-
uled during the beginning of major hatches for that area! 
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Treasurer’s Report:  January 15 — February 15, 2012  

Starting Balance (1/15/12):     $8,364.53 

Expenditures:                               $44.00 

Income:                                       $936.00 

Ending Balance (2/15/12)        $9,256.53 
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MARCH 15 REGISTRATION DEADLINE! 



Streamside Asides                                                                          March 2012  

 

FISHING BUDDIES  WANT YOU! 

T 
he 2011 cadre of available Brodhead TU anglers who have volunteered their   ser-

vices for Gerry Bortz’ Fishing Buddies Program are now ready to receive calls for 

the upcoming spring 2011 fishing season. Kindly plan ahead; don’t call the night 

before you want to go fishing and expect the availability of one of our volunteers. Please save 

this page and know that caring members of YOUR chapter are here to help any fledgling 

fly-fishers with “getting their feet wet” in one of our lovely local streams. The following 

BTU chapter members have generously offered their time and expertise to assist fellow BTU 

members in learning the local waters: Eric Baird (570-355-0165; evenings & weekends; Toby-

hanna, Hickory Run & Devil’s Hole); Tom Battista (610-681-6307; Sunday mornings; any 

stream); Gerry Bortz (570-895-1099; weekdays; Brodhead & McMichaels Creeks); Scott    

Cesari (570-897-5830; Evenings & weekends; any streams); Will Daskal (610-381-6188; call 

for availability); Jeff Heberley (570-421-3184; any time; anywhere); Glenn Hessler (570-629-

5492; weekends; Brodhead & McMichaels Creeks); Tom Magera (570-977-4381; weekdays in 

the morning & weekends any time; any stream); Eric McLendon (610-863-9097; anytime; 

anywhere); Ron Mishkin (570-460-5031; evenings & weekends; Brodhead & McMichaels 

Creeks and others); Frank Russo (570-839-3436; any time; anywhere); and John Schriever 

(570-722-9797; anytime; anywhere). 
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CHAPTER  
CALENDAR 

 

March 2012 

Board Meeting — Mar. 7 @ 7:30p 

Annual Fly Fishing Seminar @ 

MCEEC—Mar. 10 

ANNUAL BANQUET — Mar. 

31  

April 2012 

Board Meeting — Apr. 4 @ 7:30p 

General Meeting — Apr. 11 @ 

7:30 pm: Fly-Fishing the BEA-

MOC System 

Kid’s Trout Fishing Contest — 

Apr. 14 @ 8-10 AM @ Brodhead 

Pond 

Fly Fishing Workshop @ Zachy’s 

Pond — Apr. 21 
 

Note: The Fly Tying Round-Robin, all General 

Meetings, the Annual Fly Fishing Symposium and 

all Fly Tying Classes, will be held in the Education 

Room of the Monroe County Conservation District 

Office on Running Valley Road in Bartonsville, PA. 

 

D 
on Baylor now chairs our chapter’s FISHING TRIPS COMMITTEE so that we can add fishing 

trips to our litany of exciting BTU events and activities. The first trip has been set for May 11-

13. (See the flyer on page 5 of this issue!) If you have a destination in mind that would be a 

great spot for a group of us to visit for a day, multi-day, or weekend fly fishing excursion, please share your ideas 

and information with Don @ (570) 992-3558! We’re really looking forward to spicing up our chapter’s activities 

and in getting more of our members involved in all things BTU. Also, remember that YOU can fill our a free 

raffle ticket AT EVERY CHAPTER ACTIVITY to win a gorgeous fly rod. The drawing will take place at our 

annual June picnic next year! 
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Scott Cesari 

T his month’s fly supports the adage that less is more.  The Zebra 
Midge is a nice, all-purpose nymph pattern.  The black body with the 
highly contrasting gold bead and silver wire serves up a dish that trout 
find hard to resist.  It’s also a tiny fly, usually tied in size 18 or smaller, 
which also works in its favor.  Think of these like a bowl full of pop-
corn that trout will snack on all day long! 

Zebra Midge 

2006 PA State Fly Tying Champion  

2006 Federation of Fly Fishers World Champion 

TYING STEPS 
  1. Load a bead onto the hook, then start your thread behind the 

bead.  Make a thread base along the shank and part way around 

the bend of the hook. 

2.  Return the thread to the bead, then tie on a piece of silver wire.  

To do this, hold the wire beneath the shank at a 45 degree angle 

and trap it against the shank with 3 or 4 loose wraps of thread.  

Next, gently pull the wire straight back along the shank until the tip of the wire slides beneath the 

thread wraps.  Now continue binding the wire to the bottom of the shank by holding the wire   

under moderate tension below the level of the hook and wrapping the thread in touching turns.  

Bind the wire to the point where your thread base ends, around the bend of the hook. 

3. Return your thread to the bead (in touching turns.)  Create a tapered body by layering thread part-

way down the shank and back to the bead a few times until the taper is created.  End this process 

with your thread hanging at the bead. 

4. Rib the body with the silver wire.  Tie off and trim the wire behind the bead.  Whip finish behind 

the bead and cement. 

Tie up a bowl full of these and watch the trout come running!  As always, feel free to contact me with any 
questions at www.scottcesariflytying.com, smcesari@epix.net, or at 610-730-7928.  NOTE: As there is no 
general meeting this month (instead of our meeting, we are having our annual banquet), this is NOT a 
     contest fly.  The contest will resume with next month’s fly. 

Hook:       curved shank nymph 
hook,  size 18 or smaller 
Thread:     black, 8/0 
Head:         gold bead 
Ribbing:    silver wire 
Body:         black thread 

Zebra Midge 

http://www.scottcesariflytying.com
mailto:smcesari@epix.net
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Brodhead Chapter 
Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 713 
Bartonsville, PA 18321 

 

Address Changes:    KINDLY NOTE 

If you have moved, or if you received a new physical address pursuant to the 

Monroe County 911E program, only YOU can effect an address change 

through National TU.  

You can do it directly on the TU.org website by logging in to your account with 

your TU member number, or you can call them up directly at one of the follow-

ing numbers: TOLL FREE: 1-800-834-2419; National Office: (703) 522-0200;  

       Fax: (703) 284-9400 and make the change.  

We cannot do it for you!  

 

Thanks for your understanding in this timely matter.—Ed. 

 
Will Daskal, Editor 

1109 Daniel Court 

Saylorsburg, PA 18353-7986 
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K E N  &  C O M P A N Y  

This space available to adver-

tise your event or business. For 

information and rates, contact 

Bob Stevens @ (570) 629-2922. 

11 


