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Event Schedule: 

 February 10 @ 7 PM:   

Fly Tying Round Robin, 

MCCD Building 

 March 9 @ 7 PM: 

General Membership 

Meeting w/Don Baylor 

presenting his 

Colorado Fly-Fishing  

Program 

 March 18 @ 5:30 PM: 

ANNUAL BANQUET 

at Ridgecrest of 

Stroudsmoor Country 

Inn 

 March 19 @ 9 AM:  BTU

-MCCD Fly Fishing 

Workshop 
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Happy New Year 2016!  It’s taken a while for the 

winter weather to arrive but it seems that it is 

finally here and for some of us it came with a 

vengeance. For those of you who enjoy skiing, your 

season is upon you so enjoy. 

As we begin this new year, our Brodhead Chapter 

Board is spending considerable time in preparing 

the activities for 2016. These include chapter 

meetings, special events, and chapter projects and 

we assure you we will be busy. That means there 

will be opportunities to volunteer, chances to 

engage in project work, and time to network with 

members and friends as we continue our work to 

conserve and protect the cold-water resources in 

the Pocono area.  

An important, upcoming event to remember is our 

annual Spring Banquet, our primary source of 

funding. This is scheduled for Friday, March 18, 

2016, in Ridgecrest at the Stroudsmoor Country Inn.   As this new year unfolds, we look 

forward to seeing you, working with you, and continuing our mission to conserve and 

protect our cold-water resources.   

2016 Annual  Spr ing Banquet  

Bill Hakim moving rocks for placement into Pocono 

Creek along the Pocono Heritage Land Trust tract 

in Tannersville.  

New Year, New Activ i t ies , New Projects  

The 18th Annual Spring Banquet will be held at Ridgrecrest, Stroudsmoor 

Country Inn, on Friday, March 18th, 2016.  The doors will open at 5:30 PM 

for conversation and comradery and a cash bar will be available.  Our 

program will start at 6:30 PM and dinner will be at 7:00 PM.   

We will once again offer premium and bucket raffles for a wide variety of 

items—not just fishing gear!  We truly do have something for everybody and there are door prizes, too. 

So if you’re a member, if you’re a friend, if you’re a friend of a member, contact one of our Board of 

Directors listed inside to purchase your tickets.  Cost is $35.00 per adult and $20 for children.  Last year 

we had one of our biggest turn-outs in our history and that was with a snowstorm on the day of the   

 event! Reserve your tickets soon and we look forward to seeing you there. 
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Fly-ty ing  Class  Underway with  F ie ld  Tr ip  Poss ib le !  

     The newly revised 

winter fly-tying class got 

underway with an 

introductory methods class 

on Wednesday, January 6.  

Run by Scott Cesari and Tim 

“Shorty” Bartholomew, the 

class meets on Saturday 

mornings through Feb  20.  

With two dozen enrollees, 

this is one of the largest 

groups we’ve had and boy, 

are they talented!   

After three weeks, we can 

see that their efforts are 

paying off and the products 

they are producing are 

worthy fish-catchers.  After 

a snow-day and an off week, 

we look forward to 

resuming work on February 

6th.  See the photos on the 

next page to see this class in 

action! 

 

OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT            

Todd Burns                                  

311 Crestmont Street        

Pen Argyl, PA  18072        

610-704-4549 

VICE PRESIDENT        
Will Daskal 

1109 Daniel Court 
Saylorsburg, PA 18353 

(610) 381-6188 

SECRETARY/ 

TREASURER 
Eric Baird 

267  3rd Street 
Pocono Pines, PA 18350 

(570) 355-0165 

BOARD MEMBERS  

Don Baylor 
521 Quail Ridge Lane 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
(570) 992-3558 

Gerry Bortz 
5213 Laurel Loop 

Swiftwater, PA  18370-7719 
(570) 895-1099 

       

Jeff Heberley 
205 Lovena Court 

East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
(570) 421-3184 

 

Greg Malaska 
218 West 13 Street Jim 

Thorpe, PA 18229          
(570) 325-3404 

 

George Sappah 
RR 5 Box 5414                 

East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
(570) 245-3950 

 

John Smith 
1545 Laurel Drive         
Scotrun, PA 18355         

(570) 895-1034 

 

Don Miller                        
455 Devil’s Hole Road   

Cresco, PA  18326 

Ann King Foster             
5191 Spring Drive           

Swiftwater, PA  18370 

 

Russ Thrall                      
P.O. Box 538                  

Tannersville, PA  18372 

 

Tom Van Zandt                
169 Laurel Lake Road    

Bartonsville, PA  18321 

The Home Pool  
 Todd G. Burns, President 

Brodhead Chapter — Trout Unlimited, #289 
e-mail: tgburns@rcn.com 

610-863-7655/610-704-4549 

     Another new year is  upon us and our calendar is  gett ing fu l l  and,  

f rankly ,  I  th ink that ’ s great .   As an organizat ion dedicated to reaching 

out through educat ion,  pro jects ,  and communicat ion ,  i f  we aren’t  busy 

then we’re not doing our job.   F ly - ty ing c lasses,  meet ings ,  our banquet 

and a f l y - f ish ing workshop are part  of  our 1st  quarter act iv i t ies and the 

remainder of  the year looks pretty much the same.  We wi l l  be f in ish ing 

our Pocono Creek Phase I  project  and the McMichae ls Creek project  

and beg inn ing work on potent ia l  new Pocono act iv i ty th is summer.  We 

have a variety of  outreach programs in which we wi l l  engage and I ’m 

sure there wi l l  be something new that  wi l l  come our way.   I  look for-

ward to a great  2016 as we work together as respons ib le stewards of  

our resources.  

Instructor Scott Cesari leading 

the class through an early tie.  
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Fly-tiers of all ages 

practice their skills 

under the watchful 

eyes of Brodhead TU 

members during the 

beginner’s sessions of 

the BTU tying class 

being held at the Mon-

roe County Conserva-

tion District building 

near Bartonsville. 

Students in the class tied the flies shown above. 

Talent abounds in that room! 
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Bringing New Li fe  to  An Aging Fly  Rod:  A Miss ion  

Truth be told, I have a 

difficult time throwing things 

away.  Add my love for fly 

rods and fly-fishing and 

getting rid of a rod is all but 

impossible.  In fact, I have 

never thrown one away, 

ever. The latest inventory in 

my basement reveals dozens 

of fly rods in a variety of 

sizes, shapes, colors, and 

compositions.  Do I need 

that many? Absolutely not.  

Are they the latest and 

greatest?  No way!  Do 

some of them need some 

tender loving care? Oh yes, 

and that’s something I enjoy 

immensely—bringing new 

life to an old fly rod. 

The first rod I resurrected 

was an old bamboo rod I 

found in my parents’ garage.  

Being the first one I tried, I 

didn’t know you shouldn’t 

sand down to the power 

fibers!  Oh well, it looked 

good, was a bit wimpy, but it 

caught fish.  Learning my 

lessons and reading some 

more,  I gathered up 

another rod from the 

garage, a Montague 

Amateur. This came out 

great except for one flaw:  

The decal was now on the 

top flat!  But the wraps and 

finish came out just fine. 

Having “failed” twice, I did 

some more research and 

then started on a rod with 

some personal history: a rod 

with my father’s name and 

address from 1935. This one 

I had to get right. 

Long story short, it came 

out great and I gave it back 

to Dad. He  used it once or 

twice but when he passed 

away a few years ago I took 

it out to fish along his land 

at Penns Creek. It was an 

exhilarating feeling when I 

caught a 14” smallmouth 

with it out of “Pappy’s 

Hole.” 

Every time I fix up a rod, I 

wonder who owned it?  Did 

they fish often?  Did it catch 

a trophy? Was it  handed 

down to sons, to daughters, 

and to grandchildren?   

I have rods that are 5-95 

years old. Imagine the 

number of fish those rods 

caught, all the wildlife they 

saw along the creek, the 

miles they traveled to and 

fro!  No rod with this 

experience should suffer the 

indignity of falling into 

disrepair or, heaven forbid, 

being thrown away. I believe 

there is life, and fish, left in 

these rods, whether they 

are bamboo, 1st or 2nd 

generation fiberglass or the 

graphite rods of today. 

If you get a chance, save an 

old rod and let it experience 

the joy of catching fish again. 

It will “smile” and so will 

you. 

Editor 

  

DIRECTORS EMERITUS 
 

Ed Filipkowski 
2171 Wallace St. 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
(570) 424-1856 

Bob Hosko 
711 Flagler St. 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
(570) 421-7302 

Dave Hughes 
426 Fox Gap Road 
Bangor, PA 18013 

(610) 588-0036 

Joe Sadoski 
RR #1, Box 27A 

Tannersville, PA 18372 
(570) 629-8522 

Bob Stevens  
2780 Rimrock Drive 

Bartonsville, PA 18321 
(570) 629-2922 

His father’s refinished bamboo rod (above) 

and the author (right) with a smallie from 

Penns Creek. 
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Winter:  Time to Inventory, Evaluate, and Maintain Your Gear. 

 When the streams ice-over and the wind chills are in the negative numbers, it’s a good time to take stock of your 

gear.  Better to have everything ready to go so that on those first warmer days you can be out the door and on the creek 

without worrying about your rod, line, or reel.    

 Do a full length inspection of the rod(s) you use.  Look for nicks from bead heads, loose guides, grooves in the tip 

top and other small items that are important in the functioning of the rod.  Is the grip secure?  Is the reel seat working as 

it should? Does the hook keeper look okay?  You’d be surprised what a rod can look like after a full season of work in the 

trees and rocks of our Pennsylvania streams.  If everything looks good or after you make some minor repairs, give the rod 

a good cleaning—it’s earned it! 

 After the rod is in good shape, check out your line.  Is it dirty? Is it cracked?  Is the nail knot or loop secure to the 

leader.  A clean, smooth fly line will go through the guides easily and make casting easier.  A mild soap solution in warm 

water can clean much of the accumulated crud off your line. Just be sure to do a good rinse job as soap residue can cause 

even greater dirt build up. 

 The reel is a final component to check. Is it greased?  Does the drag work? Are there any sand grains in the mech-

anism?  Check to be sure no rocks bent the frame.  Again, a year of work along the creek can take its toll.  A clean, 

smooth-working reel can be the difference between landing the trophy or hearing that agonizing “SNAP!” as the reel seiz-

es and the tippet breaks. 

Potpourri 

 Open-Space funding has been restored and approved for a 3-year period.  This is especially important in preserving  

land for public use and recreation.  

 Brodhead TU has signed on to the Coalition for the Delaware River Watershed (CDRW), an informal organization of 

conservation groups focused on the health of the Delaware River Watershed. Our Pocono streams serve as the head-

waters to the Brodhead Creek and the Lehigh River, both of which are tributaries to the Delaware. 

 Brodhead TU is exploring the possibility of a spring or summer field trip to the two Cold-Water Conservation Corp 

water quality testing sites on Leas Run and Stony Run, tributaries to our namesake Brodhead.  

 Our December “Pies and Flies” event attracted 25 members and friends to gather and share stories, flies, and some 

pizza.  We’ll be doing it again next year! 

 Our Trout in the Classroom project is underway again this year at Swiftwater Intermediate School.  Eggs hatched well 

but the fry ran into some problems. The remaining fish, however, seem to be doing well. 

 The annual Fly-Tying Round Robin will take place at MCCD on February 10th at 7:00 PM. 
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BTU Calendar of Events:  February through April 2016 

 (This calendar is subject to change as events are added or changes are necessitated. ) 

 February 4, 7 PM: Board meeting at ESU 

 February 10, 7:00 PM:  Fly tying round-robin and session #7 of the fly tying class.   

  Monroe County Conservation District Building (MCCD) in Bartonsville. 

 February 13, 9 AM:  Fly tying class session #8. MCCD building.  

 February 20, 9 AM:  Fly tying class make-up session as needed.  

 March 3, 7 PM:  Board meeting at ESU 

 March 9, 7 PM: General Membership Meeting at MCCD: Colorado Fly Fishing 

 March 18, 5:30 PM:  Annual Banquet at Ridgrecrest of Stroudsmoor County Inn 

 March 19, 9 AM:  BTU/MCCD Fly-Fishing Workshop at the MCCD building. 

 April 7,  PM: Board meeting at ESU 

 April  13, 7 PM:  General Membership Meeting—Wet Flies and techniques by John Shaner   

  at MCCD 

 April 13, 10 AM: Project Healing Waters, Site To Be Determined 

 April 16, 8 AM:  Annual Knights of Columbus Children’s Trout Fishing Contest 

  Brodhead Park Pond, Stroudsburg 

 April 24, 9 AM:  BTU Fly-Fishing Workshop at Pocono Environmental Education Center,  

  Dingman’s Ferry, PA  (concludes @ 2 PM) 
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FISHING BUDDIES  WANT YOU! 

T 
he 2016 cadre of available Brodhead TU anglers who have volunteered their services for Gerry Bortz’ Fishing 

Buddies Program are always ready to receive calls for the trout fly fishing season. Kindly plan ahead; don’t call 

the night before you want to go fishing and expect the availability of one of our volunteers. Please save this page 

and know that caring members of YOUR chapter are here to help any fledgling fly-fishers with “getting their feet wet” 

in one of our lovely local streams. The following BTU chapter members have generously offered their time and expertise 

to assist fellow BTU members in learning the local waters: Eric Baird (570-355-0165; evenings & weekends; Tobyhanna, 

Hickory Run & Devil’s Hole); Tom Battista (610-681-6307; Sunday mornings; any stream); Gerry Bortz (570-895-1099; 

weekdays; Brodhead & McMichaels Creeks); Todd Burns (610-704-4549; Weekends, holidays; Martins Creek and Pocono 

Creek; Scott Cesari (570-897-5830; Evenings & weekends; any streams); Will Daskal (610-381-6188; call for availability); 

Jeff Heberley (570-421-3184; any time; anywhere); Glenn Hessler (570-629-5492;    weekends; Brodhead & McMichaels 

Creeks); Tom Magera (570-977-4381; weekdays in the morning & weekends any time; any stream); Eric McLendon (610-

863-9097; anytime; anywhere); Ron Mishkin (570-460-5031; evenings & weekends; Brodhead & McMichaels Creeks and 

others); Frank Russo (570-839-3436; any time; anywhere); and John Schriever (570-722-9797; anytime; anywhere). 

The State of Our Membership: 

Adult Members = 205 

Youth Members = 4 

Total Chapter Members—209 
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Todd Burns, Editor 

tgburns@rcn.com 

Visit our web page at: 

Brodheadtu.org for more infor-

mation, photos, and scheduled events. 

 

If your memberships is about to expire, 

please take a few minutes to renew. We 

appreciate your support and assistance 

with our projects and outreach oppor-

tunities. 

Address Changes:    KINDLY NOTE... 

If you have moved, or if you received a new physical address pursuant to the Monroe    

County 911E program, only YOU can effect an address change through National TU. 

You can do it directly on the TU.org website by logging in to your account with your TU 

member number, or you can call them up directly at one of the following numbers: TOLL 

FREE: 1-800-834-2419; National Office: (703) 522-0200; Fax: (703) 284-9400 and make the 

change.  

 

 

Thanks for your understanding in this timely matter.—Ed. 
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2015 PATU BEST CHAPTER WEB SITE AWARD WINNER! 

This space available to advertise your event or 

business. For information and rates, contact 

Eric Baird  @ 

(570) 355-0165. 


