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CHAPTER

October 2025

October 8: General

Meeting. Don Baylor

presents: ‘“Pocono October 8, 2025
Streams.” 7 PM. BCHC.

General Public Meeting
October 18.:Tabling at

Cherry Valley Fall Festival. Don Baylor Presents:

« ””
(Dependent upon govn’t Pocono Streams

shutdown situation.)

October 22: Rod-building Brodhead Creek Heritage
Session #1 6:30 PM, BCHC Center
October 29: Rod-building 7:00 PM

Session #2 PM, BCHC

November 5: Rod-building

. Come join us as Don Baylor’s
Session #3, 7 BCHC

presentation on Pocono
November 8: Chapter Hike

Streams takes us through the
at George C. Childs Park.

Poconos and its hidden, cold-
November 12: Rod-building

Session #3, BCHC

water jewels. This is a presen-

tation you won’t want to miss.
December 10: Chapter

holiday party. Lakeside,
Saylorsburg.

Don served in the United States Army from 1969-71, taught English at Strouds-

burg High School for 30 years, and is a founding member of the Brodhead Chap-
In this i :
n i IesEe ter Trout Unlimited. He earned an M.S. in aquatic biology, and since 1980 has

Don Baylor Presents worked as a biologist with Aquatic Resource Consulting. He has been involved

President’s Message 2 in stream baseline and monitoring studies of fishes and macroinvertebrates
Membership Updates 3 throughout the Northeast. A fly fisherman and tier since age | |, Don authored
Recent Events 4 the book “Pocono and Upper Delaware Hatches”, has been published in Rod &
Advocacy News 5-6 Reel Magazine, and authored over 60 technical reports for Aquatic Resource
Fishing Outlook 7 Consulting. We hope you can join us.

Calendar 8 You can pre-register here.
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Members and Friends,

As | write this, our local creeks could use a good soaking. After another dry summer, flows
remain painfully low across the Poconos. Cooler nights have helped keep water tempera-
tures down, but the lack of rain is limiting both angling opportunities and critical fall spawn-
ing habitat for our wild trout. Here’s hoping the pattern shifts soon and we get some

steady rainfall to recharge the streams before the ground freezes.

In the meantime, tonight’s chapter meeting—Wednesday, October 8 at 7 p.m. at the Brod-
head Creek Heritage Center—features Don Baylor presenting “Pocono Streams.” Don’s

long experience as a biologist and founding BTU member guarantees an informative look at
the waters we all care about. If you haven’t already, please register and join us for an even-

ing of local insight and fellowship.

Our fall calendar is packed with opportunities to learn, volunteer, and connect:
October 9 — Fly-tying at Clymer Library

October | 1-12 — Quiet Valley Fall Festival

October 18 —Cherry Valley Fall Festival (subject to any federal shutdown).

October 22 — The first session of our Rod-Building 101 class begins at 6:30 p.m. at BCHC,
followed by additional sessions on October 29, November 5 and 12.

November 8 — Join us for a chapter hike at George C. Childs Park, a great way to see cold
-water conservation in action and enjoy fall colors.

December 10 — Mark your calendars for our holiday party at The Lakeside in Saylorsburg.
Whether you’re helping us staff a table at a community event, learning a new skill, or just
attending a meeting, every bit of involvement makes a difference.

Let’s hope for rain, healthy flows, and plenty of trout in the months ahead.

Tight lines,

Russell
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATES

DIRECTORS EMERITUS
S Half-price membership for new members! We welcome new member
erry bortz Nicholas Walters to our Brodhead TU membership roll. We look forward to
Ed Filipkowski seeing and working with you on our many activities. _
Renewing and Contributing Members - ‘ \T :’
The chapter extends a sincere thank-you to the following individu- m
als who have chosen to renew a membership or contribute to
TU’s mission. Your efforts in supporting our education, conserva-
tion, and advocacy efforts are greatly appreciated.
Stephen Schroettnig
Christopher Verwey
Nicholas Walters
THANK YOU TO THE
FOLLOWING
PAST- DIRECTORS FOR Free |-Year TU Memberships for First Responders
THEIR RECENT
SERVICE: Are you a first responder? Fire Service! Law enforcement? Military? Is someone

in your family? TU is offering free |-year memberships to those who serve our

communities and our country in these capacities. If you or a family member is

James Connor interested, please follow this link for more information.

Ann Foster

g g +
Tim Fritz Current Membership: 238 Adults + 2 Youth

Jeff Heberley

Greg Malaska

Daniel Steere

Member John Smith Presents Flies for VALOR
Arie VanWingerden

Tom Van Zandt
At the October 2, 2025, BTU Board meeting, mem-

ber John Smith presented a box of several hundred

flies to BTU Veteran Services Coordinator Glen Lip-

pincott. John enjoys attending the veteran’s events of
VALOR and through Project Healing Waters and ties
stream or lakeside as the veteran’s enjoy the fishing
experience. Just as the veterans have served all of

us, John is giving back through his service of tying.

Thank you to our veterans, to Glen and to John.

To bring together diverse interests to care for and recover Pocono rivers and streams
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https://gifts.tu.org/vsp_join?_ga=2.143221429.1461385242.1673274957-1678141661.1549993750
http://www.tu.org/join289Brodhead

Recent BTU Events

Environmental Roundtable—September 10.
The chapter held its September meeting at the
Brodhead Creek Heritage Center in the form of an
environmental roundtable discussion. Attendees
were able to ask questions from the groups at the

forefront of local conservation efforts.

Invasive Plant Removal—September |3. Volunteers once
again descended upon the banks of Cherry Creek to remove
invasive species such as multiflora rose, privet, and Japanese bar-
berry. This day’s path provides an opening for a future sweep
along a stream bend. Previous plantings of native trees and

shrubs are doing well.

Scouting Merit Badge Weekend—September 19-21

Scout from local chapters met at Camp Minsi to work on fishing and fly fishing merit badges. Fishing
knots, equipment, fly tying, casting, safety and more provided the scouts with many learning opportuni-
ties. And yes, they had the chance to practice their skills in

the lake.

PATU Annual Meeting—September 20 Members Russ
Thrall, Ill, Ann Foster and Todd Burns attended the annual
meeting of the PA Council of Trout Unlimited. Todd pre-
sented a slide deck entitled, “A Tale of Two Projects” that
provided an overview of BTU’s Pomeroy and Yankee Run

habitat improvement efforts.

Introduction to Fly Fishing at Clymer Library—September 20 Member John Smith organized the
BTU event and with volunteers provided an overview of the basic equipment, understanding and reading
the water, practicing some needed knots and showing where anglers can go to enjoy some time on the

stream.
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News Notes, Advocacy Opportunities,

and Items of Interest

BTU Position Statement on Distribution Centers/Warehouse Construction

Discussions are being carried out concerning the construction of distribution centers throughout the Po-
cono region. Proposed projects are in various stages of planning, review, comment and hearings in
Coolbaugh Township, Tunkhannock Township and Pocono Township. Potentially affected streams and

their associated wetlands and tributaries are Mud Pond Run, Pocono Creek and Tobyhanna Creek.

BTU understands warehouse development will occur, and it believes that
such development must be done in areas that do not impact the absorption,
retention, filtration and free movement of rain water and other precipitation
near cold-water resources. It should not reduce the size or quality of wet-
lands, provide damaging thermal and/or saline stress due to runoff, or cause
increased siltation in our streams. The cold, clean trout waters for which
the Poconos is known should not be degraded and BTU is willing to work

with residents and local governments to achieve this goal.

Monroe County Addition to Class A Trout Waters

HH ‘IMH H‘ Trout water listings by the PA Fish & Boat Commission. On October 27, 2025, the
Il |||

mmission will hopefully vote in favor of this inclusion. If so the headwaters along
the Local Front of the Pocono Plateau (Forest Hills Run, Tank Creek, Yankee Run, Devils Hole Creek,
Rattlesnake Creek and Mill Creek ) will be classified as Class A Wild Trout streams and benefit from the
protections that designation provides. For those who wrote to the Commission in favor of this addition,

m H Forest Hills Run is now proposed to be listed for inclusion on the Class A Wild

we, and the trout, thank you!

As before, comments on proposed changes may be submitted by mail to: Executive Director, Fish and
Boat Commission, P.O. Box 67000, Harrisburg, PA 17106-7000, within 30 days after publication of the
notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. Electronic submission can be made to RA-pfbcregulations@pa.gov. As

before, just be sure to identify which proposal you are commenting upon.

Method to Comment On Proposed Regulatory Changes
To review the proposed changes in regulation, you need to navigate by following the steps below:

1. Click on this Pennsylvania Bulletin link. (Or the link highlighted above. )

2. Under “BULLETIN”, select the most recent volume.

3. Select the pertinent issue(s).

4. Select “Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission” from the menu. You will see any pending proposals as a hyper-
link. Select the proposal and it will open so you can read it.
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https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/

What’s Up In PA Environmental Legislation

Be aware there are bills and amendments being put forth that would affect funding, enrforcement and regulations
within agencies that are charged with protecting the clean, healthy environment guaranteed in our state’s consti-

tution. We encourage you to visit: http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/

Federal:
TU’s Chris Woods’ WOTUS article is HERE.
More information on issues can be found at these links:

https://ww.tu.org/action-center

This Georgetown Law source provides a comprehensive overview of pending environmental legislation:

http://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/c.php?g=209325&p=3611206

Local and State Resources:

Brodhead Watershed Association Monroe County Conservation District
PA Fish and Boat Commission Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited
PennFuture Pocono Heritage Land Trust

DEP Water Quality Information. This link will take you to the PA Department of Environmental Protection

(DEP) website that focuses upon water-related issues. You will find links for existing stream uses, proposed rule-

making, anti-degradation measures and more.

Harassment Reporting

As a member or volunteer, if you believe you are being harassed or if you have witnessed harassing be-
havior towards other volunteers, members or TU employees, you should re-
port it immediately to the Vice President for Volunteer Operations, or to
TU General Counsel.

Trout
If, at anytime , you would feel it would be unreasonable to use this procedure Unlimited
to report harassment, TU encourages you to submit an anonymous and confi- Ethics
dential report using the new Trout Unlimited Ethics hotline. Hotline

https://www.tu.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/E-Poster.jpg

or call 1-855-662-SAFE.

This “hot-button” link leads directly to the reporting hotline information.
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http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/
https://www.tu.org/magazine/from-the-president/big-protection-for-small-streams/
https://standup.tu.org/?_ga=2.20760440.1584594238.1691278705-1678141661.1549993750&_gl=1%2A11hc2mx%2A_ga%2AMTY3ODE0MTY2MS4xNTQ5OTkzNzUw%2A_ga_D3P9D95QQV%2AMTY5MTI3ODcwNC45Ny4xLjE2OTEyNzk5NjIuNDkuMC4w
http://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/c.php?g=209325&p=3611206
http://www.brodheadwatershed.org/
https://www.mcconservation.org/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/fishandboat.html
https://www.patrout.org/
https://www.pennfuture.org/
https://www.phlt.org/
http://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/CleanWater/WaterQuality/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.tu.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/E-Poster.jpg
https://www.tu.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/E-Poster.jpg
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October Fishing Outlook

“A horse, a horse! My kingdom for a horse!”

As avid anglers, we can empathize with the plea
of Shakespeare’s Richard Ill if we modify that line to

read “Some rain, some rain! My tackle for some rain!”

It’s been another long, dry summer and the water
conditions are poor. Air temperatures have dropped
and that is keeping the water temperatures cooler. But
the flows in our local streams are extremely low. Such
low flows tend to concentrate trout making predation
much more successful for mink, otters, fishers, herons
and other like-minded creatures. Additionally, these
flow rates will severely diminish the areas available for
our wild trout to spawn. Perhaps, our area will get
some consistent rainfall this month to help out but that
remains to be seen.

If you head out to fish, be careful where you walk
as brook and brown trout will begin spawning. Look for
the redds in the tail-outs of pools and runs. Redds gen-

erally reflect the size of the spawning trout so if you are
headed to the smaller tribs with smaller trout, those

redds may be harder to see.

October caddis have been observed flitting about and imitations can bring about some ag-
gressive rises. We can also get a fall hatch of smaller blue-winged olives and some Isonychia or
Slate Drakes. If we get some elevated flows, try an olive or black wooly bugger or similar stream-

er pattern.

Let’s hope that things get wetter before the really cold temperatures arrive and the

ground freezes.
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Visit http://brodheadtu.org/events-and-registration/ or click on the links below.

October 8: General Public Meeting. Don Baylor presents: “Pocono Streams”. 7 PM

Creek Heritage Center. Register.

October 9 & 23: Fly-tying at Clymer Library. Volunteers contact: jssmith@ptd.net.

Participants contact Clymer Library.
October 22: Rod-building 101: First Session in a 4-Session Class. 6:30 PM Register.
October 29: Rod-building Session #2 6:30 PM BCHC
November 5: Rod-building Session #3 6:30 PM BCHC
November 8: Chapter Hike at George C. Childs Park. Time TBD.
November |2: Rod-building Session #3 6:30 PM BCHC

December 10: Chapter holiday party. Lakeside, Saylorsburg. Details forthcoming.
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A sincere thank you is extended to the following supporters of
our Chapter as we work to preserve and protect the cold-water

resources in the Poconos.

SERVING THE POCONO MOUNTAINS
SELLING HOMES SINCE 1988
o Bhes | muasss Tk;
® ASSOCIATES Thomas R Wilkins CEO

REAL ESTATE

Office: 570-421-8950

N UNYER N < & COMPANY
(N ] ‘ AVEDA SALON & SPA|

Dunkelbergers SM 507 Main Street, Stroudsburg, PA 18360
wH"w Main 5t., Stroudsburg, Pa. W_ Phone (570) 421-8077 « Fax (570) 421-8227

www.Kenandcompany.com
(570) 421-7950

www.dunkelbergers.com Fax: (570) 421-7453

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

A Ronald J. Mishkin
% lllamS Telephone 570.421.9090

rmishkin@newmanwilliams.com

(Drve eyr] www.newmanwilliams.com
e & Fax 570.424.9739
rl . P.O. Box 511 - 712 Monroe Street

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION Stroudsburg, PA 18360-0511

This space available to advertise your event or
business. For information and rates, contact
Eric Baird @

(570) 355-0165.
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